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SUBJECT: KOREAN NUCLEAR REPROCESSING 

1 . DONGA ILBO, JANUARY 31, DISCLOSED FOR FIRST TIME IN ROK 
PRESS ROKG INTENTION CANCEL FRENCH REPROCESSING FACILITY. 
FOLLOWING IS FULL TEXT TONGA S ARTICLE: 

BEGIN QUOTE: 

THE GOVERNMENT HAS GIVEN UP NEGOTIATIONS WITH FRANCE 
ON THE PURCHASE OF A PLUTONIUM RETREATMENT PLANT, FOREIGN 
MINISTRY SOURCES SAID OVER THE WEEKEND. 

THEY ADDED THAT THE UNITED STATES HAD EXPRESSED 
CONCERN ABOUT KOREA'S NUCLEAR POWER DEVELOPMENT PLAN, 
PARTICULARLY ABOUT THE NEGOTIATIONS WITH FRANCE ON THE 
IMPORT OF A PLUTONIUM RETREATMENT PLANT, IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION BAN TREATY. 
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TURNED DOWN A WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC REQUEST FOR SELLING A 
$290 MILLION REACTOR TO KOREA IF KOREA BOUGHT A PLUTONIUM 
RETREATMENT PLANT FROM FRANCE. 

OTHER GOVERNMENT SOURCES SAID THAT CANADA HAD SIGNED 
WITH KOREA A TREATY FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF ATOMIC POWER 
FOR PEACEFUL USES BECAUSE KOREA GAVE UP ITS PLAN TO BUY 
A PLUTONIUM RETREATMENT PLAN FROM FRANCE. 

END QUOTE. 

2. COMMENT: IN CONVERSATION WITH VICE FONMIN LHO SHIN YONG 
JANUARY 31. DCM SAID THAT COMPLAINTS TO PRESS BY ROKG 
OFFICIALS THAT U.S. APPLIED PRESSURE ON REPROCESSING ISSUE 
WERE UNWISE. DCM POINTED OUT THAT SUCH LEAKS WOULD TEND 
TO KEEP ALIVE SUSPICIONS IN MINDS CONGRESS AND ELSEWHERE IN 
U.S. THAT KOREANS MADE NUCLEAR REPROCESSING DECISION 
RELUCTANTLY AND THAT THEY WERE NOT TO BE TRUSTED IN NUCLEAR 
MATTERS. 

ERICSON 
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